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of inestimable value, whose effect will increase year by year.
Within a few weeks of the end of the war, the Italian Government opened the Empire's first school for natives in Addis Abeba and placed in charge a master from the Italian National School in Eritrea. Almost simultaneously, efforts were made also to organize groups of young people outside the school and educate them, copying the example of a similar organization in Libya, as the ' Ethiopian Youth of the Littorio/ But very soon it became evident that these endeavours were premature, whereupon instructions came from Rome to suspend them until new general lines could be laid down.
Meanwhile, in all important places, and in many quite small ones, too, dozens of national schools, staffed by European and native teachers, \vere established for the instruction of the native boys.
The Missions Consolata, whose activities in Abyssinia extend back through many decades, also maintains several schools of this type and, in July 1937, opened in Addis Abeba one to take approximately a hundred native children. It is named after Clementine Graziani, mother of the great general. Where there is a demand for them, carpentry classes, dormitories, hospitals, and creches for infants are also being provided.
For Ethiopian schoolchildren, whose ages range from seven to twenty years, education is voluntary; there has been no attempt yet to introduce compulsory attendance at school. Despite that, each school consists of two or three classes with a total attendance of between thirty and two hundred pupils. The latent statistics of the schools in Eritrea, where thousands a? children attend more or less regularly, show that rapid^progress is being made.
Typical local buildings, most of which had to be built, serve as schools. In the course of my travels, I saw school-houses of bamboo, wood, straw and grass, corrugated iron, and, not infrequently, stone, and in all cases one saw a large blackboard, a teacher's desk, and, on the walls, pictures of